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Mission of Arctic Audubon: Earth has unparalleled natural diversity, productivity, and beauty, and provides for life. Recognizing the full 
value of nature, we work to protect Alaskan ecosystems by encouraging research, education, and management that will contribute to 
appreciation and good stewardship of this natural heritage. We also strive to conduct our own lives in harmony with nature.

Arctic Audubon Society presents…

What is a Land Trust, and 
What’s it doing in Fairbanks?
presentation by Martha Raynolds, Plant Ecologist

Monday, May 7th, 7 pm
Noel Wien Library

The Interior Alaska Land Trust was formed in 1995. Martha will describe 
what a land trust is, how it operates, and how our local land trust fits into 

our conservation community. She will also describe some of the parcels that 
the Land Trust has conserved in the Fairbanks area.
 Martha Raynolds is a plant ecologist who works at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. She is one of the founding board members of the Interior Alaska 
Land Trust, and has been a board member since 1995.

Birding Field Trips on 
Saturday Mornings 

Local birding experts will lead a series 
of three Saturday morning birding 

field trips. All trips meet at 8:00 am at the 
Creamer’s Field Farmhouse parking lot. Bring 
binoculars, a snack, and rubber boots if you 
have them. For information, contact Frank,  
775-762-3510 or frankkeim@gmail.com.
 Saturday, April 28 Waterfowl Identification
 Saturday, May 12 Shorebird Identification
 Saturday, May 19 Birding by Ear and 

Songbird Identification

Trump Administration Rushes Oil & Gas 
Leasing in Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

Public Hearings Soon

On the eve of Earth Day, the Interior Department launched its first action 
to expedite oil and gas lease sales and development in the coastal plain 

of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge that comes only months after Alaska’s 
Congressional delegation snuck the drilling provision in the Tax bill.  The 
announcement begins scoping for an Environmental Impact Statement for 
lease sales and oil and gas program of seismic, exploration, development, and 
production across the ecologically unique Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge.  
 “This administration is about to sell the Arctic Refuge to the highest bidder 
and turn one of America’s premier bird nurseries into an oilfield,” said David 
Yarnold, National Audubon Society’s President. “We cannot and will not 
allow drilling in the Arctic Refuge.” A broad coalition including Audubon 
reaffirmed its commitment to stand with the Gwich’in to defend the Arctic 
Refuge and uphold the wildlife, wilderness, recreational and cultural values it 
was established to protect.  
 For Alaskans, this is a crucial time to speak up! Describe what is important 
to you about unique Refuge values and identify key scientific information nec-
essary to evaluate the cumulative impacts of oil and gas development including 
climate change. 

Martha Raynolds

Peat Ponds in Goldstream Valley

continued on back page
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 National Audubon Society New Membership, $20
Membership includes both National Audubon Society and the local 
chapter, Arctic Audubon Society. You will receive National Audubon’s 
magazine, Audubon, and postcard notices or newsletters from Arctic 
Audubon Society. 
 Name:  ____________________________________________

 Address:  __________________________________________  A52
  __________________________________________________
 City State Zip
Amount enclosed: $______ 
Make check payable to National Audubon Society and send to:
Arctic Audubon Society, PO Box 82098, Fairbanks, AK 99708

q Chapter Only Membership, $10
For membership in Arctic Audubon only, check the box and make check 
payable to Arctic Audubon Society. 

Arctic Audubon Board of Directors
 President: Sherry Lewis (479-0848)
Vice President: Open
 Secretary: Paulette Wille (479-3688)
 Treasurer: Mary Zalar (479-4547) 
 Education: Joyce Potter (479-3523)
 Conservation: Gail Mayo (479-2954)
 Programs: Gail Mayo (479-2954)
  Melissa Sikes (347-1802)
 Nature Reserve: Darla Theisen (488-8949)
 Newsletter: Mary Zalar (479-4547)
 Membership: Mary Zalar (479-4547)
 Field Trips: Frank Keim (775-762-3510)
 Website: Tricia Blake (388-5930)
 Member: Pam Miller (907-441-2407)
 Member: Beth Grassi (907-957-1050)

 Arctic Refuge purposes include preserving unique 
wilderness values; to conserve fish and wildlife popula-
tions and habitats in their natural diversity including, but 
not limited to, the Porcupine caribou herd , polar bears, 
grizzly bears, muskox, Dall Sheep, wolves, wolverines, 
snow geese, peregrine falcons and other migratory birds 
and Arctic char [Dolly varden] and grayling, water qual-
ity and quantity, fulfilling all international treaties, and 
subsistence.  
 BLM will hold public meetings in Fairbanks, Anchor-
age, Arctic Village, Kaktovik, and Utqiagvik, and possibly 
other communities. Dates to be announced in media and 
at www.blm.gov/alaska/coastal-plain-eis. 
 The 60-day public comment period ends June 19, 2018.  
Send Comments to: BLM_ak_coastalplain_EIS@blm.gov 

Birds ‘n’ Bogs Volunteers Needed

Birds ‘n’ Bogs is a citizen science project founded in 2013 by 
Audubon Alaska and the University of Alaska, Anchorage. 

This spring the Alaska Songbird Institute (ASI) will launch Bird 
‘n’ Bogs Fairbanks. With your help, this project wiill document 
the distribution of six declining boreal species in Interior wetlands: 
Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper, Rusty Blackbird, Olive-
Sided Flycatcher, Tree Swallow, and Violet-green Swallow. 
 2018 will be a pilot year, and we are looking for volunteers who 
are willing to scout locations, collect data, and provide feedback 
on the usability of protocols and datasheets. Volunteers will need 
to survey their wetland four times (approximately once/week) in 
May and early June. Exact timing is flexible. Each survey will take 
approximately 2 hours, and training is available.
 For more information, and to sign up to help, please contact 
Tricia Blake at (907) 888-2121 or tricia.blake@aksongbird.org. 

Arctic Refuge Comments to BLM
continued from page one


