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Mission of Arctic Audubon: Earth has unparalleled natural diversity, productivity, and beauty, and 
provides for life. Recognizing the full value of nature, we work to protect Alaskan ecosystems by 
encouraging research, education, and management that will contribute to appreciation and good 
stewardship of this natural heritage. We also strive to conduct our own lives in harmony with nature.

Arctic Audubon Society presents…

Alaska Birds in Decline: Findings from the 2017 Alaska WatchList
presentation by Dr. Nils Warnock, Director of Audubon Alaska

Monday, February 5, 7:00 pm
Noel Wien Library Auditorium

Join Nils Warnock, PhD, Executive Director of Audubon Alaska, for a 
talk on the state of Alaska’s birds. In 2017, Audubon Alaska released a 

new Alaska WatchList, a report that ranks regularly occurring bird species 
in Alaska based on vulnerability. An unprecedented number of species 
made it onto the 2017 WatchList’s Red List, the list with the highest level 
of conservation concern. Nils will review which species are most at risk, 
explore the factors contributing to declines in Alaska bird populations, look 
at success stories, quiz you on your Alaska bird knowledge, and explain 
what can be done to conserve vulnerable species.

A Not As Usual Christmas Bird Count

As you look over this year’s Christmas Bird Count on the inside 
pages of this newsletter you will agree that one thing was defi-

nitely not as usual. The Mallard count was higher than last year but 
still average; hooray for the Wigeon, we have not seen one on count 
day since 2010; the grouse counts were high, especially Ruffed; all four 
woodpeckers put in an appearance; Golden-crowned Kinglets persisted 
in this extension of their range (two were counted at a feeder); but look 
what happened to the cheeky redpolls!  Their absence certainly made 
this count memorable.  Reports from some Lower 48 areas during the 
late fall gave high redpoll numbers. This suggests that our redpolls 
have gone south, and a look at the measly birch seed production in our 
area suggests they left in search of food. As reports come in from other 
counts it will be interesting to compare redpoll numbers. This year’s 
data from all counts is available on the National Audubon website after 
February 28th. Our count is now entered on the national website but 
goes through a regional review before it is available to view.
 Thank you from the birds to all 101 citizen scientists who gave time 
and energy to this year’s count on December 30, 2017 in Fairbanks, 
especially to Laurel Devaney and Ken Russell who will be the compilers 
for future counts. 

Presidents Message

For those of us who love Alaska partly for its 
vast areas of wildness, this may be the time to 

spend some energy to help protect this wonderful 
feature. In the Lower 48 and most areas of the 
world one sees the impact of people everywhere. 
In this state you can go places and think, “maybe 
nobody has walked here before.”
 Please consider making comments on the 
proposed road to Ambler. It is good to give a few 
concrete reasons why you object to proposals. 
 As for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge–
Arctic Audubon’s adopted refuge−we’ll continue 
work to protect the critical coastal plain 1002 
area from oil leasing and development that would 
devastate the Refuge.
 Please comment, write letters to the Editor 
and call your state and national representatives. 
Articles in this newsletter provide more informa-
tion. Thank you.

Nils Warnock in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. 
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Comments Due by January 31, 2018
BLM is now taking scoping comments for this proposed 
220-mile road to the Ambler Mining District. Please sub-
mit your comments to:

BLM_AK_AmblerRoad_Comments@blm.gov
Additional comments about route selection through the 
Gates of the Arctic National Park should be sent to the 
National Park Service at:

yuga_ambler_road@nps.gov

WHEREAS: The Arctic Audubon Society, a chapter of 
National Audubon Society, is a group of about 200 members 
residing north of the Alaska Range in Alaska; and

WHEREAS:  Our mission is to protect Alaskan ecosystems 
by encouraging research, education and management that 
will contribute to appreciation and good stewardship of our 
natural heritage and to encourage participation in public 
processes that affect the environment; and

WHEREAS: The Arctic Audubon Society has many con-
cerns about the “Ambler Road,” the State of Alaska’s plans for 
building a 211 mile-long industrial gravel road from the Dal-
ton Highway to the Ambler Mining District in northwestern 
Alaska as proposed by Alaska Industrial Development and 
Export Authority (AIDEA); and

WHEREAS:  We respect the wishes of the local inhabit-
ants who actively use and protect the fish, wildlife and plant 
resources that contribute to their subsistence lifestyle and 
oppose the Ambler Road; and  

WHEREAS:  The proposed Ambler Road will traverse the 
southern slopes of the Brooks Range crossing 2,900 water-
ways from tributary streams to major rivers that lace their 
way through countless acres of wetlands in an intact Arctic 
ecosystem of remote wildlands; and

WHEREAS: The Ambler Road will directly cross public 
conservation lands including Gates of the Arctic National 
Preserve and Kobuk Wild and Scenic River and harm the 
adjacent Gates of the Arctic National Park Wilderness Area.  
It will cross tributaries of the North Fork of the Koyukuk, 
Tinayguk, Alatna, and John Wild & Scenic Rivers and other 
Koyukok tributaries flowing into the Kanuti National Wild-
life Refuge and supporting its resources.  We believe that it 
is important to maintain the integrity of these Conservation 
System Units for the purposes that they were established and 
that the proposed Ambler Road is not consistent with these 
goals; and

WHEREAS:  The Ambler Road would affect areas that 
all hold rich habitat for migratory birds, particularly nesting 
shorebirds and waterfowl such as white-fronted geese.  This 
area is also rich in resident species from moose to beaver and 
other fur-bearers to fish, including salmon, sheefish, whitefish, 
and more. Three caribou herds use the area during migration.  
The road bisects the north/south migration pattern of the 
Western Arctic Caribou Herd as they pass to their wintering 
grounds and disturbance poses risks of significant long-term 

Arctic Audubon Society Resolution Opposes Ambler Road Project
This resolution was adopted by the Arctic Audubon Society Board of Directors January 10, 2018.

impacts to their routes and habitats; and  

WHEREAS:  The Ambler Road will have the impacts that 
any road will have as it cuts through an intact arctic ecosys-
tem like this including disruption of bird, animal and plant 
habitats, introducing noxious weeds spreading out from the 
road corridor, introduction of foreign and potentially toxic 
materials in road construction and truck loads, potential for 
accidental spills, degradation of clean air and water, trans-
ported foreign soils and dust that can coat large areas robbing 
the vegetation of sun light; and

WHEREAS: This Arctic region of Alaska is already experi-
encing rapid warming and is already stressed by climate change 
including effects to permafrost conditions, river and stream 
erosion, changes to lakes and waterways and fish and wildlife 
make the cumulative impacts of the Ambler Road and mine 
project difficult but necessary to predict; and

WHEREAS: We are concerned that this proposed private 
road is to access mines that do not yet exist, and therefore pub-
lic need is speculative. Nonetheless, the cumulative impacts 
of the mines and related infrastructure and activities (gravel 
mines, processing facilities, tailings disposal areas, ore/export 
terminals, gaslines, ports, and serious risks of acid rock drain-
age, spills, and other contamination from mining) need to be 
fully evaluated for the Ambler Road project; and

WHEREAS:  The Dalton Highway was originally a private 
industrial road but did not remain so for long.   Who will 
ultimately pay the price for the “private” part?  The full past 
and future costs of the Ambler Road to the public interest and 
the State of Alaska in these times of declining budgets need to 
be evaluated for road planning, financing and debt liabilities, 
construction, maintenance, public safety, environmental and 
natural resource monitoring, restoration, rehabilitation, and 
removal; and continued on page 3
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Izembek Land Transfer Paves 
the Way for a Road through Vital 

Bird Habitat
National Audubon Society, www.audubon.org 

News broke recently that the Department of the Inte-
rior (DOI)  has agreed to (but not yet signed) a land 

exchange with King Cove Corporation in order to facilitate 
the building of a road through federally designated wilderness 
and internationally recognized bird habitat in the Izembek 
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). DOI will be releasing 
more information about this agreement later in January 
(around January 22nd).
 “The war on wildlife just continues to spread. Izembek and 
Alaska’s Arctic Refuge are both under attack by the admin-
istration and Congress and the justifications are simply not 
true. Refuges were set aside to care for the most special places 
in America and what we’re seeing is a methodical dismantling 
of the wilderness we should be gifting to generations to come,” 
said David Yarnold, President and CEO of National Audubon 
Society.
 Except for limited details acquired in October by the De-
fenders of Wildlife through a Freedom of Information Act 
Request, the public has mostly been in the dark about the 
deliberations between Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke 
and the King Cove Corporation. “Considering the potentially 
devastating ramifications of this decision for birds, other 
wildlife, and our nation’s public lands, it’s concerning that 
this transfer was executed behind closed doors,” said Susan 
Culliney, Audubon Alaska’s Policy Director.
 Izembek is recognized as a Wetland of International Im-
portance under the Ramsar Convention, and the lagoons at 
Izembek NWR and the overlapping Izembek State Game 
Refuge comprise an Important Bird Area (IBA) of global 
importance for several waterfowl species. “Izembek supports 
an astounding number of waterfowl,” said Nils Warnock, 
Audubon Alaska’s Executive Director. “Birds like the Emperor 
Goose, Brant, and Steller’s Eider rely on Izembek’s vast eel-
grass beds where they can go through molt, feed, and fatten 
up for migration undisturbed by humans.” Many mammals 
also use the area including caribou, brown bears, wolves, and 
wolverines.
 In 2013, the Interior Department decided against autho-
rizing the road through Izembek, determining that the road 
would not be in the public’s best interest, a decision supported 
by several past administrations.
 This land swap sets a dangerous precedent for the sanctity 
of designated wilderness lands in refuges and parks across 
Alaska.

WHEREAS: In the long view, the Ambler road would be 
the beginning of opening many more road proposals and 
development schemes without a comprehensive plan for the 
future of the area. How would the mined ore be shipped?  An 
additional road corridor to a Bering Sea port risks significant 
impacts to important fish and wildlife habitats and conserva-
tion units which could include Noatak National Preserve, 
Kobuk Valley National Park, Selawik National Wildlife 
Refuge, Selawik and Salmon Wild & Scenic Rivers, and Cape 
Krusenstern National Monument. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Arctic 
Audubon Society opposes building an industrial gravel road 
from the Dalton Highway to the Ambler Mining District 
in northwestern Alaska as proposed by Alaska Industrial 
Development and Export Authority (AIDEA) for the State 
of Alaska; and.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Arctic Audubon Soci-
ety will share this resolution and concerns about the Ambler 
Road in public processes and provide to affected federal 
land managers including Bureau of Land Management, the 
National Park Service, and Fish and Wildlife Service; the 
Governor of Alaska, Alaska legislators including the Interior 
Delegation and House Resources Committee Co-Chairs; 
and Alaska’s Congressional delegation. 

Ambler Road Resolution
continued from page 2

Member Alert Regarding
Website and Renewal Date

Regretably, Arctic Audubon Society’s website has been 
compromised by malware and our web host company 

has quarantined our website. Resolving this problem may 
take time especially if we decide to move to a different host 
and page design. Thank you for your patience.

Membership renewal dates are included on the address 
label of mailings from Arctic Audubon Society. This 
information does not appear on the Audubon magazine 
label. If you believe that your renewal date is incorrect, 
please contact National Audubon, 844-428-3826. Mailing 
preferences can also be updated at this number. You can 
also contact Arctic Audubon’s membership chair, Mary 
Zalar, zalar49@gmail.com. 
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Like a small crack in a windshield, a road to the Ambler 
Mining District could send consequences throughout the 

vast tracts of intact wildland this proposed 211-mile indus-
trial intrusion would traverse. For a glimpse at the potential 
ramifications on wildlife, we need look no further than birds. 
Long recognized as indicators of ecosystem health, birds 
serve as a window through which we can see many hidden 
consequences of a road to Ambler.
 Many existing roads were built with little regard for their 
impact on flora and fauna, as road construction predates mod-
ern science and the contemporary conservation movement. 
However, since the outset of that movement in the 1970s, 
research into the impact of roads on birds has grown substan-
tially, leading to identification of new and increasingly intri-
cate threats facing birds. A review paper from 2016, which 
meticulously combed through all relevant published research, 
identified reduced bird densities extending 0.5 to 2 miles on 
either side a road. Applied to the proposed Ambler Road, this 
translates to a conservative estimate of approximately 57,000 
hectares of impacted bird populations. However, based on the 
upper end of the estimated distance impacted and the longer 
proposed 250-mile alternative, the maximum impact could 
be more than a quarter million hectares of bird habitat.
 Among these effects are obvious impacts on birds, such as 
habitat destruction and mortality due to vehicle collisions. 
More complex threats may prove the most damaging, and 
are worth taking the time to understand, especially where 
certain birds of conservation concern are involved. For 
example, the factors contributing to the breeding success of 
three species — the Lesser Scaup, White-winged Scoter and 
Horned Grebe — were researched by graduate students at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks in the Yukon Flats National 
Wildlife Refuge. This refuge covers an area similar to that 
which would be impacted by the proposed road to Ambler. 
The researchers found that two factors have the most effect 
on the breeding success of these three waterfowl species: the 
availability of lakes larger than 25 hectares, and the density 
of Amphipods, a favored type of invertebrate prey. A quick 
glance at a map of the proposed road shows almost all of the 
large lakes in the area to be within a couple miles of the road. 
The few overall number of large lakes and their proximity to 
the road would put large populations of these declining spe-
cies and the prey they rely on directly in the path of industrial 
pollutants the road would bring.
 Absent a direct spill of contaminants into these lakes, the 
most impactful pollution on these birds is likely from noise. 
Mining, and the transport of large mining equipment, are 

unavoidably noisy. This added stressor may have both direct 
and indirect effects on birds.
 A few studies shed light on how noise impacts birds. In one 
notable experiment, a phantom road created by loud speakers 
replicated a highway soundscape in an undeveloped area. The 
results were remarkable: an otherwise premier natural area 
held significantly fewer birds of all ages and many species. 
Invertebrates have also shown negative reactions to sound 
in both terrestrial and aquatic environments, meaning the 
Amphipods birds rely on to raise healthy young may also 
diminish in abundance.
 None of the multitudes of threats facing birds, however, 
exist in isolation. In combination with pressures unrelated 
to the road, like global warming, habitat loss, and changing 
species distributions, a lethal synergy is created. This decreases 
population density and species richness more rapidly than 
the sum of each individual threat. A road like this is unlikely 
to remain a single crack in the proverbial windshield of this 
intact landscape for long. With proposals already on the books 
for more roads branching out from this original project, the 
single crack of the Ambler Road has the potential of a chip in 
a windshield to creep outward until very little of the habitat 
is recognizable to the wildlife that calls it home.
Nick Newberry worked as a Field Technician for the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game for the summer of 2017 researching 
the life history of the Olive-sided Flycatcher, and volunteered at 
the Northern Center.

Cracking the Landscape: Birds and the Ambler Road
by Nick Newberry

Legislation Filed to Create Tangle 
Lakes State Game Refuge

by Ruth McHenry, Executive Director, Copper Country Alliance

Great news to all you fans of Tangle Lakes! Representa-
tive Andy Josephson has pre-filed a bill with the Alaska 

State Legislature that would establish a Tangle Lakes State 
Game Refuge. House Bill 272 is the result of Representative 
Josephson’s dedication to the qualities that make Alaska so 
special. and support from advocates around the state. It has 
taken years of effort to get to this point, and it may be years 
before a bill passes, but this is a leap forward!
 Thanks are due to Representative Andy Josephson for 
introducing HB 272 and the work of his staff, Lisa Delaney,  
His official email is Rep.Andy.Josephson@akleg.gov. 
 Contact your own state representative and senator to voice 
your support and tell your own Tangle Lakes story so that they 
understand why you care. 
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Great Backyard Bird Count
February 16-19, 2018

Begun in 1998, the four-day Great Backyard Bird Count 
was the first citizen-science program to collect and 

display bird observation data online on a large scale. Today, 
the Great Backyard Bird Count is one of the most popular 
annual events among bird watchers. It has been merged with 
the eBird online checklist program to make the information 
gathered even more useful to science and to allow people to 
take part anywhere in the world with an internet connec-
tion. The Great Backyard Bird Count is a joint project of the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon Society 
with Canadian partner Bird Studies Canada. To get started, 
go to http://gbbc.birdcount.org.
•	 If	you	have	never	participated	in	the	Great	Backyard	Bird	

Count or any other Cornell Lab citizen-science project, 
you’ll need to create a new account. If you already created 
an account for last year’s GBBC, or if you’re already reg-
istered with eBird or another Cornell Lab citizen-science 
project, you can use your existing login information.

•	 Count	birds	for	at	least	15	minutes	on	one	or	more	days	
of	the	GBBC. You can count for longer than that if you 
wish! Count birds in as many places and on as many days 
as you like—one day, two days, or all four days. Submit a 
separate checklist for each new day, for each new location, 
or for the same location if you counted at a different time 
of day. Estimate the number of individuals of each species 
you saw during your count period.

•	 Enter	your	results	on	 the	GBBC	website	by	clicking	
“Submit	Observations”	on	the	home	page. Or download 
the free eBirdMobile app to enter data on a mobile device. 
If you already participate in the eBird citizen-science proj-
ect, please use eBird to submit your sightings during the 
GBBC. Your checklists will count toward the GBBC.

Final Saturday of Fairbanks 
FeederCount–March 3, 2018

The Fairbanks FeederCount is a citizen-science project 
that has been tracking relative abundance and distribu-

tion of birds in the Fairbanks area for more than three decades. 
You can participate even if you have not done the previous 
counts. After March 4th, turn in your data sheet to the Alaska 
Songbird Institute, PO Box 80235, Fairbanks AK 99708. 
Download a count form at:
http://aksongbird.org/education/fairbanks-feedercount/.

The fight to protect the Arctic 
Refuge has just begun

Statement by The Alaska Coalition, a project of the Alaska Wilder-
ness League and a partnership of nearly 1,000 groups from the 
conservation, sporting, labor, religious and business communities 
that has, for more than 30 years, worked together to safeguard 
Alaska’s public lands and waters.

Oil drilling proponents should hold off on celebrating. 
The American people did not ask for our nation’s largest 

and wildest refuge to be exploited for a speculative fix of oil 
intended for export. And they won’t stand for it. This Arctic 
drilling measure passed, not because of popular sentiment or 
careful scrutiny, but because it was buried deep inside larger 
tax legislation designed to avoid a full, fair and open debate. 
Most Americans are only now becoming aware that this 
historically tragic drilling mandate, promising false revenues 
paid for in part by raiding 5 million barrels of emergency oil 
supplies, is packaged in this monstrous bill.
 Those members who supported this tax scheme voted to 
end protections for an area first set aside more than a half-
century ago by Republican President Dwight Eisenhower. 
They abdicated their responsibility to leave this great nation 
better for our children and grandchildren, putting at risk a 
national treasure for no benefit, except to grease passage of a 
tax bill that will further explode the deficit. 
 Oil companies that may now seek to drill the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge will have to consider the impact 
on their reputations and should expect a backlash from 
shareholders and investors. They will need to evaluate the 
unfavorable economics and geology that have already led 
many in the industry to question the expense and viability 
of Arctic Refuge drilling. And they will have to account for 
the fact that there are millions of consumers prepared to 
abandon companies that shun pristine environments or the 
rights of Native people. The Gwich’in call the coastal plain of 
the Arctic Refuge “the sacred place where life begins.” We will 
stand with them, at every step, to defend the calving ground 
of the Porcupine Caribou Herd and their way of life.
 While today’s vote was a setback, it has only heightened 
our resolve to defend America’s last great wilderness. We will 
defend the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in the courts, in 
the corporate boardrooms and in Congress where, over time, 
we will seek to restore protections for this crown jewel of our 
National Wildlife Refuge System and for the polar bears, 
caribou, musk oxen and millions of migratory birds that call 
it home.
 We will not rest. We will not yield. And we will not for a 
moment forsake our commitment to defend this irreplace-
able, iconic and deeply cherished place.
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 National Audubon Society Membership 
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Membership includes both National Audubon Society and the 
local chapter, Arctic Audubon Society. You will receive National 
Audubon’s magazine, Audubon, and postcard notices or newslet-
ters from Arctic Audubon Society.

Name:  ____________________________________________
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Amount enclosed: $______ (make check payable to National 
Audubon Society)
 Send to: Arctic Audubon Society
  PO Box 82098
  Fairbanks, AK 99708
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to Arctic Audubon Society. You will receive postcard notices or 
newsletters from the Chapter. 


