
Arctic Audubon Society presents…

Consequences of Shrub Expansion
How changes in habitat and food resources are affecting arctic passerines

presentation by Molly McDermott

Monday, November 2     7:00 , PM        Noel Wien Library Auditorium

One major consequence of climate change in the arctic is the expansion of woody shrubs onto open tun-
dra.  How will this large scale vegetation shift affect birds that depend on these habitat?  Molly will share 
preliminary results from bird surveys on the Seward Peninsula in 2012 -2014, and describe her research 

on the phenology of terrestrial insects that are an essential food source for songbird nestlings.

Molly McDermott is a master’s student at UAF studying insect and avian ecology in the boreal forest-arctic 
tundra transition zone.  She has spent 3 field seasons working with the U. S.Geological Survey on a large 

scale study of climate change effects on breeding birds of Alaska’s Seward Peninsula.
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Mission of Arctic Audubon: Earth has unparalleled natural diversity, productivity, and beauty, and 
provides for life. Recognizing the full value of nature, we work to protect Alaskan ecosystems by 
encouraging research, education, and management that will contribute to appreciation and good 
stewardship of this natural heritage. We also strive to conduct our own lives in harmony with nature.

Lapland Longspur nest

Insect collecting on the 
Seward  peninsula tundra

2015 Fairbanks Christmas Bird Count, January 2, 2016
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by Tricia Blake

The first count day for Fairbanks FeederCount is 
coming up soon. To  participate, use the datasheet 

on page three.  Count Days for 2015-16 are on three 
Saturdays—November 14, December 12, and March 5. 
Another day within a week of the scheduled day may 
be substituted, if necessary. Count only the birds seen 
on your count day. If a pair of Downy Woodpeckers 
has been coming fairly regularly to your feeder but 
fail to show up on your count day, they should not be 
reported but can be noted as a separate comment.

Who to count – Count only the birds that are attracted 
to the food or grit you set out. You may also include others 
waiting nearby, but do not count birds coming to choke-
cherry trees or other sources of food, grit or shelter – unless 
the birds were attracted to your feeders as well. Please write 
an additional comment to share interesting observations 
of other birds, such as waxwings, crossbills, shrikes, owls, 
or goshawks, and note the circumstances concerning those 
sightings.

How to estimate numbers – Count the maximum number 
of each species around your feeders at any one time on the 
count day. If you have 3 Black-capped Chickadees at your 
feeders and you see 6 more perched in the nearby shrubs, 
your count would be 9. If later on your count day, you see 
11 Black-capped Chickadees at once, change your report to 
11. (Do not add 9 + 11 and report 20.) Follow the same pro-
tocol for each species. With large flocks of Redpolls, count 
by 2s, 5s, or 10s to come up with a reasonable estimate (it is 
common to underestimate numbers in large, dense groups).

When & Where to Turn in Count Forms – Please hold 
on to this form and fill in your counts for each of the three 
count days. Return the form following the March count. If 
you would rather return your form after each count, please 
feel free to do so. It is ok to copy this form and share it with 
others. Mail completed forms to the Alaska Songbird 
Institute, P.O. Box 80235, Fairbanks, AK 99708. OR 
email forms to tricia.blake@aksongbird.org.

Contributions – Fairbanks FeederCount would not be 
possible without the support of our participants–scientifi-
cally and financially. Contributions pay for the creation of 
data forms, outreach, printing project materials, and more. 
We appreciate all those who have donated in the past. Please 
consider supporting this program with a donation today!

Identification Assistance – For help with bird identi-

fication, you can visit the Alaska Songbird Institute’s 
website: www.aksongbird.org. Look for the Feeder-
Count tab (under Education). There you will find extra 
data sheets and free bird feeding resources, including 
a Common Winter Feeder Birds of Alaska poster avail-
able for download and a link to the reporting form for 
any birds with deformed bills. For more information on 
this phenomenon, called avian keratin disorder, visit 
the FeederCount tab on ASI’s website.

Thank you for your participation!

Fairbanks FeederCount Instructions
Count Days –Saturdays, November 14, December 12, March 5

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

AUDUBON RIEDEL NATURE RESERVE

An intriging chance to gain access to the Audubon-
Riedel Nature Reserve located north of Chena Hot 
Springs Road at 5.5 mile is under consideration.  If 
you have an interest in contributing to this project 

please plan to attend a meeting on: 

 November  9 at  7 PM
Noel Wien Library Large Meeting Room.

 We will bring you up to date on this lovely and 
quiet 160 acres of hill, valley, and wetland forest that 

has belonged to Arctic Audubon for 30 years and 
counting.    We are meeting to form an action plan 
that will provide public access and parking for visi-
tors to the nature reserve.  Anyone who has talents 

to share with us and would like to be involved is 
welcome to join us.    A summary of Nature Reserve 

history will be available at the Nov 2 meeting.





 National Audubon Society New Member Form
Introductory rate  $20

Membership includes both National Audubon Society and the local chapter, Arctic 
Audubon Society. You will receive National Audubon’s magazine, Audubon, and 
postcard notices or newsletters from Arctic Audubon Society.
 Name:  ________________________________________

 Address:  ______________________________________  C5ZA520Z
  ______________________________________________
 City State Zip

Amount enclosed: $______ (make check payable to National Audubon Society)
Send to:  Arctic Audubon Society, PO Box 82098, Fairbanks, AK 99708

q Chapter Only Membership, $10
For membership in Arctic Audubon only, check the box and make check payable 
to Arctic Audubon Society. 

Arctic Audubon Society 
PO Box 82098 
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Nonprofit Org. 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 181 
Fairbanks AK

Arctic Audubon Society publishes  
postcard notices or newsletters for its 
members monthly fall through spring. 
National Audubon Society (NAS) dues 
are $35; new members are $20. NAS 
membership includes local chapter 

dues. Chapter only membership is $10 
and includes the newsletter.

Local Bird Sightings 
Reported on

Boreal Birder
http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/BorealBirder/

Upcoming Events —Mark Your Calendar 

♦Monday, November 2, 7 pm, Noel Wien Library Auditorium 
Consequences of Shrub expansion in the arctic and how it is       

affecting birds, by Molly McDermott.

♦Nov. 3 Audubon Board meets;  call Melissa Sikes for info 
♦Monday, Nov 9 at 7 PM, Noel Wien Library Large Meeting Room 

Audubon-Riedel Nature Reserve access 
♦Monday  December 7,   7 pm   Noel Wien Library Auditorium

Birding in Thailand with Jim and Kyle Campbell
♦Fairbanks  FeederCount:  See Details inside; dates are:

November 14, December 12, and March 15, 2016.
 website: www.arcticaudubon.org
 facebook: www.facebook.com/arcticaudubon
 email address: arcticaudubon@gmail.com

Arctic Audubon Board of Directors
 President: Sherry Lewis (479-0848)
Vice President: Gail Mayo (479-2954)
 Secretary: Paulette Wille (479-3688)
 Treasurer: Mary Zalar (479-4547) 
Education:      Joyce Potter (479-3523)
 Conservation: Dan McGauhey (451-07760
 Programs: Gail Mayo (479-2954)
  Melissa Sikes (374-2826
 Newsletter: Mary Zalar (479-4547)
 Membership: Mary Zalar (479-4547)
 Field Trips: Frank Keim (451-9308)
 Website: Tricia Blake


